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Free tools to help you reach and teach, engage and motivate 

Generation Z who is: 

 

Pragmatic 

Connected 

Global 

Educated 

Social 

Visual 

These tools will engage critical thinking through visual channels 

and finally will appeal Generation Z’s love of gadgets … self-

made products in this case. 

 

You get: 

Visual Inference Guides with sample lessons 

Commercials for Critical Thinking with sample lessons 

Jingles – a Musical Critical Thinking Tool 

The Piano – a mini-lesson using Animation for Critical Thinking 

Links to Blended Learning with Print Advertising 

Link to Using and Evaluating Student Products 
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Visual Inference Guides 

Use these guides to explore all things visual—from fine art to historical primary sources, from 

poetic videos to kids’ cartoons and from public service posters to visual instruction guides.  

These guides are designed to generate discussion, insight, inferences, and deeper understanding 

for a visual generation of learners. 

Do We Write Our Answers? 

We want to encourage collaboration and discussion—especially from your most reluctant 

writers.  I don’t recommend writing more than a part or two in each guide or a note here and 

there.  These guides are designed to encourage participation from students with visual learning 

styles--our 21st Century Learning generation.   

Do We Work in Groups? 

Please do!  Collaborate.  Share ideas.  Provide feedback for, and receive critique from, other 

visions and voices in the classroom.  I recommend starting each “viewing” with quiet reflection 

and maybe jotting down a few notes for think-pair-share.  Then share – with a partner, in small 

groups, or with the entire classroom.  How many voices can we get into the room? 

The Second Viewing is a great place to split up analysis into small groups.  These questions are 

designed to encourage students with a variety of abilities—from musical to language to artistic 

and on and on . . . 

So What is the Right Answer to the Questions in the Guides? 

There are none . . . or, in other words . . . all of the answers are right!  The right answer is the 

answer which can be supported with logic and details.  The best questions have several answers. 

Included are specific examples from my classroom.  We have used these guides over and over 

again—from Kindergarten to Adult. 

When and How do I Use These Guides? 

The best use is a purposeful use.  Here are some ways to use the guides: 

• With an open-ended guiding question that must be examined – a thematic question that 

contributes to class content. 

• To LAUNCH a project or thematic unit or lesson. 

• To practice inferences, provide explanations, and use logic to support opinions. 

• To encourage wonder and pique curiosity. 

What if the Guides Don’t Fit? 

• They will rarely fit your purposes exactly. 

• As a skilled teacher, you will adapt them to serve your needs.  See the examples further 

below. 
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Primary Source Photo Example – 4th Grade  

Purpose:  Inferences, Visual Details, Logic, Providing Reading Context 

This photo was used in my literacy group when students were about to read a story, Crow Call 

by Lois Lowry, set right after the conclusion of World War II.  It is intended to provide context 

for the reading. 

Guiding Question:  What do you think was happening in the photograph?  Explain 

using details from the photo. 
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Citation:  Citizens and workers of Oak Ridge, Tennessee celebrate V-J Day.  Photographer 

unknown.  United States Library of Congress National Archives. 

 

 

 

 

   

How we used the 4-12 Photos and Visual Art Guide 

Students completed think-pair-share on all 4 of the “1st View” questions. 

 Some responses from the students on details:  smiles, mostly women civilians, newspapers, 

“War Ends,” black and white, V for victory fingers at center, women wear print dresses, hair:  

waves, curls, and rolls—shoulder length or shorter, Nashville Journal, American flag. 

Note:  During WWII, women who worked in factories or on farms kept their hair short to avoid 

dangerous accidents with machinery. 

The words War Ends, the hair styles, smiles, and the kid bottom, front stood out for the students 

or stuck in their minds. 

They wondered what war the celebration was about, where this place in the picture was, and why 

there were so many women in the picture. 

Students answered “2nd View” together in a class discussion. 

Students felt that even more people were outside the frame of the picture and that if we could see 

more, we could identify what type of building the people are inside. 

There was a discussion about black and white and how this does not necessarily make a photo 

old.  We discussed other ways to identify the age of the picture – hair and clothing styles, 

newspapers, etc. 

The overall feeling is certainly a joyous one, and the picture tells a story about a celebration at 

the end of a war. 

From all of these observations, our 1,000 words story seemed to fall into place all on its own. 

From the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1 – also 4.1, 5.1, 6.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 

3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.2 – also 4.2, 5.2, 6.2 
Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:War_Ends.jpg 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak_Ridge,_Tennessee
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:War_Ends.jpg
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The above activity is taken from my Crow Call unit.  Check it out at Teacherspayteacher.com.  

The unit is full of critical thinking, hands-on metaphors, and creative ways to respond to an 

outstanding picture book. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Example – 3rd Grade  

Purpose:  Inferences, Visual Details, Logic   

This video was used to launch a whole class enrichment on resilience and growth mindset. 

Guiding Question:  What does this quote mean to you:  Greatness is not in one 

special person.  Greatness is wherever somebody is trying to find it. 

If the link below is no longer active, you can find individual 30-60 “greatness” commercials by 

searching for “Nike Greatness.”   

Before the students watch the video, tell them you will be asking them to share their favorite part 

of the video. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crow-Call-

by-Lois-Lowry-GATE-Literacy-and-Metaphors-Hands-

on-1618997 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crow-Call-by-Lois-Lowry-GATE-Literacy-and-Metaphors-Hands-on-1618997
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crow-Call-by-Lois-Lowry-GATE-Literacy-and-Metaphors-Hands-on-1618997
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crow-Call-by-Lois-Lowry-GATE-Literacy-and-Metaphors-Hands-on-1618997
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYP9AGtLvRg  

 

 

How we used the K-3 Short Films, Music Videos, Commercials Guide 

1st View – Think-Pair-Share 

Students should try to recall the different parts of the video and how they tend to be about 

competitions, skills, and sports – things that take practice. 

Hopefully, students will note hearing repetitions about greatness.  Many of these clips feature 

SILENCE.  How is silence used? 

Younger students may wonder any number of things.  Their questions will help direct class 

discussion. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYP9AGtLvRg


Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd View – Whole Class Discussion 

Students will share things they remember the most.  Help the class value differences in opinion.  

Why do you think you remembered these things? 

We chose not to focus on why the video is “curious” but went to a think-pair-share on the 

guiding question:  What does this quote mean to you:  Greatness is not in one special person.  

Greatness is wherever somebody is trying to find it. 

 

Tell us something we might not know.  How do you know this thing? 

Use this as a whole class discussion.  You might be surprised at what students already know and 

understand about resilience and a growth mindset! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Common Core 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/7/
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Get the entire enrichment lesson here: 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bouncy-Balls-Whole-Class-Enrichment-GROWTH-

MINDSET-RESILIENCE-3516035 

  

 

 

 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bouncy-Balls-Whole-Class-Enrichment-GROWTH-MINDSET-RESILIENCE-3516035
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bouncy-Balls-Whole-Class-Enrichment-GROWTH-MINDSET-RESILIENCE-3516035


Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

Photo and Video Examples –K Gifted, 1st Advanced, 2nd Grades 

Purpose:  Inferences, Visual Details, Logic, Book Re-cap for Curious George Gets a Medal   

Guiding Question:  What do you think was happening in the photograph?  Explain 

using details from the photo. 

Primary Source Photo – Ham the Chimp 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ham_the_chimp_(cropped).jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Common Core 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information 

in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7 

Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

Join in the conversation about Gifted Learners at 

Giftedlearners.org 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ham_the_chimp_(cropped).jpg
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/7/
http://giftedlearners.org/
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How we used the K-3 Photos and Visual Art Guide 

Students completed think-pair-share on all 4 of the “1st View” questions. 

List details you see:  A “capsule” or some sort of carrier with a chimpanzee inside.  A 

chimpanzee.  A NASA helmet.  A man’s hands.  The man appears to be wearing a labcoat.  The 

chimpanzee seems to be wearing a shirt of some sort.  The chimp appears to be strapped in. 

What images stand out?  The chair, the chimp, the helmet. 

What did you see that sticks in your mind?  A chimp strapped into a car seat! 

What do you wonder?  Why is the chimp wearing a helmet and strapped into a car seat or baby 

carrier?  Why is the man wearing a white coat? 

 

Students completed “2nd View” as a class discussion. 

What, if anything is just outside the frame of the picture?  A man wearing a white coat and 

some sort of big metal frame or some machines. 

How do the colors or images make you feel?  It’s funny and silly (one reaction amongst 

others—remember, we honor all feelings).  It makes me worried.  What is going to happen to the 

chimp?  He looks like he is tied into the chair.  It is black and white.  It must be old! (or is it?) 

What story does this tell?  It tells the story of a chimp.  Maybe he is doing a science experiment 

that is really dangerous, so he needs a helmet.  Scientists wear lab coats.  Maybe he is doing an 

experiment.  

 I had a student identify the logo on the helmet as a NASA logo.  He suggested this chimp was 

going to fly into space like Curious George did. 

They don’t want the chimp to get out.  Maybe he would be scared and run away if this were a 

dangerous job he is about to do. 
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Now watch the true story of Ham the Chimp on Youtube—9 minutes long and 

another excellent primary source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLbCBtqTpKo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose:  To use information to form opinions. To compare two sources.   

Guiding Questions:  Is it cruel to send chimps into space?  How are Ham and Curious 

George’s stories alike and different? 

  

From the Common Core 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.9, 1.9, 2.9 

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLbCBtqTpKo
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/2/9/
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How we used the K-3 Short Films, Music Videos, Commercials Guide 

Students completed think-pair-share on all 3 of the “1st View” questions. 

We are gathering details here so that we know the whole class understands what is happening in 

the video.  No particular detail is key for this understanding.  We want the students to gather a 

general sense of what happened. 

 

Students completed “2nd View” as a class discussion. 

As we gather what students remember, let’s help students by pointing out how these details 

might be related to Curious George’s story.  Let’s also take the opportunity to recognize 

students’ feelings about the video.  It was a bit suspenseful.  Let’s recognize those feelings—as 

they are certainly a part of forming opinions. 

As we gather “curious” comments about the video, let’s continue to compare it to George’s story 

and recognize feelings.  I’m curious if the monkey was OK.  I’m curious whether they used more 

monkeys for more space missions.  I’m curious if the monkey was frightened. 

 

Tell us something we might not know. 

Here, substitute our guiding questions above:  Is it cruel to send chimps into space?  How are 

Ham and Curious George’s story alike and different? 

It may be useful to take an informal survey of class opinions. 

We mapped out similarities and differences on the white board for the second question. 

 

See the full Curious George Unit Here: 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Curious-George-Gets-a-Medal-for-Primary-

GATE-and-Advanced-Groups-1734560 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Curious-George-Gets-a-Medal-for-Primary-GATE-and-Advanced-Groups-1734560
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Curious-George-Gets-a-Medal-for-Primary-GATE-and-Advanced-Groups-1734560
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Using Commercials for Critical Thinking in the 

Classroom 

 

Think of commercials as little 30-60 second visual persuasive essays, and as such, they have 

great potential in the classroom. 

We teach to a visual generation.  Let’s harness some of the power and appeal of screen time to 

generate discussion, examine new ideas, and spur interest in various topics! 

This guide offers tips for commercial analysis and sample lessons using commercials.  It also 

contains suggestions for dozens of commercials and short videos to use in the classroom. 
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Join us at Giftedlearners.org 

http://www.giftedlearners.org
http://www.giftedlearners.org/
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Sample Lessons with Commercials 

 

Nolan’s Cheddar 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xK9qv611sU 

Vocabulary Lesson 

Which word does this commercial illustrate? 

• Persuasion 

• Desperate 

• Reputation 

Split up into “4 corners” 

Why did you choose that word? 

What did you see to make you believe your answer is right? 

Groups come together and share, practicing turn-taking.  Each group decides who talks and when 

that person talks when that person presents to the class. 

 

 

 

Musical Ability 

There are three songs used in this commercial. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xK9qv611sU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xK9qv611sU


Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

1.  How are the songs related to what is happening in the commercial? 

2.  How would you describe the mood of each song? 

3.  Name one other song which is a fitting substitute for what you’ve heard. 

4. Super Challenge:  Create your own 5 second jingle for Nolan’s Cheddar 

Language 

This commercial makes use of a pun.  What is the pun?  Explain. 
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Colorado Tourism 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHPgsxZT7Iw 

 

 

AWE 

What does awe mean? 

List as many ways as you can that awe is shown in this video. 

Have you ever experienced a feeling of awe?  What made you feel this way? 

Draw a cartoon to teach the mean of “awe” to someone who is unsure of the word’s meaning.   

The commercial states that we will hold these images in our mind and replay them over and over.  

What does this statement have to do with “awe?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHPgsxZT7Iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHPgsxZT7Iw
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My Dad’s Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bdm4NBYxII 

 

We will use this commercial from Hong Kong to practice supporting an opinion with evidence. 

Our sample question (Why does Daddy lie?) and response seems relatively easy for an adult; 

however, it is a bit elusive for younger kids. Our main task, however, is to practice the format of 

stating an answer, providing an explanation, and supporting the answer with evidence from a 

source.  My class does this together as an extended warm-up.  We do not write—just discuss.  A 

sample response appears below as well as a ready-to-print activity sheet with format cues on the 

side. 

More difficult questions: 

• Why does the girl’s father hide the truth from his daughter? 

• What is the most important technique this commercial uses to draw an emotional 

response? 

• How is music used effectively in this commercial? 

 

 

 

 

From the Common Core 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 

and information. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bdm4NBYxII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bdm4NBYxII
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/1/


Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

 

 



Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

 

 



Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

 

 



Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

Commercials for the Classroom 

At the time of this publication, these commercials were available at Youtube.com at the links 

provided.  Search the phrases below if links are dead ends.  I hope you find many you like! 

I am definitely leaning toward commercials that bring messages we can deconstruct, admire, 

share, and discuss.  It’s a bonus if they are funny or touch our hearts in some way. 

Noelle Pikus – Ameritrade https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=806t02DwY2M 

Words Hurt (Canada) -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j6YA03hm4k 

IKEA – Twins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4-O-tLsCDo 

Volkswagon Star Wars -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmdKLPEmsRw 

Extra Origami -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZu5l3PCCHs 

Goldiblox Princess Machine -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIGyVa5Xftw 

Baby and Me – Evian https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UirFrmr0zg 

I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing – Coke https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib-Qiyklq-Q 

Grand Theft Auto – Coke https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwdFqINTg20 

Sling Baby Doritos -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es3ScrYyHP8 

Apple McIntosh -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zfqw8nhUwA 

iPhone 5 Facetime Every Day -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSwQNbQd59E 

Pfizer More than Medication -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qtgShUsnxw 

Key to the Internet – Cox  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=numrbIMiLkE 

Cars.com Wolf -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RswN27PntNY 

Goat for Sale – Doritos  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoM6IhfY8No 

Princess Tea Party – Doritos  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JT-clMWNZ0w 

VW Mask -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wzxg2Goz3I 

Citroen Chiens -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iklRsD1a2_8 

Cats Thumbs Cravendale -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on9vqL4W6Hc 

Broadway Font Uniball -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SOi6REvFoQ 

Reebok 2015 -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72GzZZ3OAN4 

Nike Find Your Greatness Collection -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYP9AGtLvRg 

Pay with Lovin McDonalds -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFxzDwjsj-A 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=806t02DwY2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1j6YA03hm4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4-O-tLsCDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmdKLPEmsRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZu5l3PCCHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIGyVa5Xftw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UirFrmr0zg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib-Qiyklq-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwdFqINTg20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es3ScrYyHP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zfqw8nhUwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSwQNbQd59E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qtgShUsnxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=numrbIMiLkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RswN27PntNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoM6IhfY8No
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JT-clMWNZ0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wzxg2Goz3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iklRsD1a2_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on9vqL4W6Hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SOi6REvFoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72GzZZ3OAN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYP9AGtLvRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFxzDwjsj-A
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No, no, no . . . you, the teacher, are not writing and performing the jingles.   

The students are!   

Although I know that all good teachers know how to perform a song and dance . . . 

Why ask Students to Write and Perform Jingles? 

o Jingles serve as a summary of the most important points. 

o Jingles get right to the heart of the meaning—often in just a few words. 

o Jingles offer opportunities for expressing a variety of learning styles and abilities to 

shine: 

❖ Musical 

❖ Verbal 

❖ Creative 

❖ Kinesthetic 

o Jingles can be performed for an audience.  They are an authentic assessment. 

o Jingles are adaptable across the curriculum.  Wherever a main point, key point, or central 

idea can be found, there is a jingle waiting to be created. 

o Jingles are fun. 

o Jingles stick in our minds and help us learn. 

o Use jingles for affirmations.  What better honor is there than to be memorialized in a 

jingle? 

o Use jingles to create and define personal identity.  Who are you, and what positive 

qualities do you want others to recognize in you?  Want to know about me?  Well . . . just 

listen to this jingle I made up about myself! 

 

More Teacher Stuff:  Proof from the Professionals 

The Science and Psychology of Jingles:  Why Jingles are Powerful 

Tools in School* 

o The same reason jingles are powerful marketing tools make them powerful memory tools in 

school.  

o Jingles keep learning fresh and new. 

o Jingles have built-in familiarity and provide emotional connections through music. 

o Audio drives memory and emotional recall.  Jingles get stuck in our heads. 

o Jingles cut through noise, giving us a feeling of familiarity and comfort. 

o When words are put to music, their meaning is amplified—becoming more potent and 

powerful. 

o We already teach young children through songs (the ABC song, for example). 

o Jingles activate multiple lobes in our brain simultaneously.  Brandy Miller of the 

communications firm, Creative Technology Services:  “The motor center is activated in order 
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to process the lyrics and the limbic system processes the overall emotional core of the song.  

It’s a powerful recipe.” 

o Rhythm shapes believability in the brain.  Bruce Sanders, consumer psychologist and retail 

consultant:  “Rhythmic elements build credibility in the brain.  Rhythmically rhyming claims 

are more likely to be perceived as true than those that do not have this attribute.  The rhythm 

soothes our defenses and the repetition of sounds lends the sort of familiarity we associate 

with truth . . . Rhythm energizes us, and energy . . . can give us the perception of success.” 

o Jingle evoke emotional responses—positive ones if they are nurtured by skilled educators. 

*Adapted from 5 Reasons Jingles are Powerful Marketing Tools by Lisa Lacy.  Accessed online 1/17/2018 

 

But I’m a horrible singer and don’t want to sing in front of 

my class . . . 

And the fact is, that’s true for me!  I’ve been asked to step out of my comfort zone many times at 

presentations, trainings, and workshops over the years, so the last thing I want to do is increase 

the DISCOMFORT of my students. 

But wait . . . many of your students will want to sing and perform.  If they’re like my students, 

they’ll be fighting for the opportunity to go first and go often.  So no problem there! 

The others may take heart.  We construct our jingles in collaborative teams.  You don’t want 

to sing?  Fine.  You can be the writer.  You hate writing?  Can you tap an accompanying rhythm?  

Feel all of these jobs are not right for you?  Then you can be the quality checker. 

 

Jingle Jobs 

Use these in any combination you want.  Add, delete, multiply as you see fit.  Share all of them 

amongst team members, or double and triple up.  You are the expert here. 

Voice:  Sing the jingle (may include harmony or “backup” singing).  Advises on the style and 

delivery of the performance. 

Writer:  Composes the lyrics.  Advises on the style and delivery of the performance. 

Rhythm:  Provides a rhythm for the performance and decides how the rhythm will be created 

(desktop taps, voice, clapping, paper crumbling, etc.).  Advises on the style and delivery of the 

performance. 

Quality Checker:  Makes sure the purpose of the jingle is met.  Checks the rubric.  Advises 

on the style and delivery of the performance. 

 



Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

 

  

Ways to Use Jingles in a Classroom 

 

o Summary Statements/Main Ideas for Social 

Studies and Science 
➢ What are the main components of photosynthesis? 

➢ Why was the transcontinental railroad so important? 

o Math Process Songs 
➢ How to find a common denominator, etc. 

o To Identify Qualities of a Character in 

Literature 
➢ What made Atticus Finch so respectable? 

o To Identify Theme in Literature 
➢ What is the theme of The Lottery? 

o To Identify Main Ideas in Reading for 

Information 
➢ What is the main idea of the passage? 

o Grammar Songs 
➢ Where to place apostrophes, etc. 

o Affirmations 
➢ Jingles to affirm others. 

o Identity 
➢ Jingles to promote positive self-esteem. 

o Classroom Rules and Procedures 

o Just for Fun 

 
Giftedlearners.org 

http://www.giftedlearners.org/
http://www.giftedlearners.org/
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An excellent overview of jingles for adults: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZ1nfdO_3Aw 

 

 

  
Let’s get started! 

Below are a few classic jingles to 

share with students, planning 

sheets for students, and a sample 

jingle for “inertia,”—one of 

Newton’s Laws of Motion. 

Critical Thinking is Around the 

Corner! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZ1nfdO_3Aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZ1nfdO_3Aw
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Classic Jingles to Share 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWnvqqHlSy4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW37_wlsWFg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqAfcTJen3o 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWnvqqHlSy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW37_wlsWFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqAfcTJen3o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWnvqqHlSy4
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You Might Like Going Commercial:  a Full Project 

Unit in which Students Develop, Pitch, and 

Advertise a Product they’ve Developed? 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Going-Commercial-a-GATE-Unit-for-the-21st-

Century-and-the-Common-Core-597677 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Going-Commercial-a-GATE-Unit-for-the-21st-Century-and-the-Common-Core-597677
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Going-Commercial-a-GATE-Unit-for-the-21st-Century-and-the-Common-Core-597677
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Going-Commercial-a-GATE-Unit-for-the-21st-Century-and-the-Common-Core-597677
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Portable-Gifted-And-Talented
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Sample Planner and Lyrics for an 

Inertia Jingle – Physical Science 
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The Inertia Jingle 

 

Sung to the Tune of Don’t Stop Believin’ by Journey. 

Rhythm:  plastic grocery bag squished in and out. 

Movement:  Pumping arms like old-style train wheels spinning around. 

 

(joyous and very enthusiastic with high pitch) 

 

Don’t stop in motion – whoooooaaaaaoooo! 

Don’t start in motion -- whoooooaaaaaoooo! 

 

(The words below are sung underneath the lyrics above 

as a sort of rhythm along with the plastic grocery bags.) 

 

An object at rest tends to stay at rest unless acted upon 

by an outside force.  An object in motion tends to stay in 

motion unless acted upon by an outside force. 

 

(Repeat) 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Portable-Gifted-And-Talented
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“The Piano” 

Fostering a Visual-Language Connection for Generation Z Learners 

20 Minute Mini-Lesson 

 

Common Core Language Arts Standard:  Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text. 

1. Use the “Visual Inference Guide” (full-sized version appears at the end of the lesson) to 

help students find a format for developing inferences.   

 

2.  Show “The Piano,” (it’s short -- approximately 2:22) and invite the students to watch the 

video carefully.  “The Piano” may be found at this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTvaTOL5Lms 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTvaTOL5Lms
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3.  Ask students to draw inferences from the video using the “Visual Inference Guide.”  

This video is rich in possibilities and metaphors, but allow the students to discover these 

more complex meanings.  With this in mind, you might start by modeling a simple 

inference  such as “Because I saw the man at the piano had lost his hair and his hair was 

grey--and I can support this because I already know that older men have grey hair 

and go bald—as a consequence, I am able to understand that the man at the piano is 

elderly.”   

 

4. Allow students to share inferences.  You might want to require the first inference be 

written before you open other inferences to class discussion.  Accept all inferences—no 

matter how simple—as long as the inferences make sense and as long as they make use of 

the “Visual Inference Guide.”  Help students rephrase inferences into the frame until 

everyone understands the format. 

 

5. Follow up discussion by connecting the video to literature.  Hopefully, students begin to 

understand how details and inferences are used to gain insight and understanding.  This 

short video is much like poetry.  It may seem sparse at first, but as we think and “read 

between the lines,” we find there is great depth inside.   
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6. Use the questions below to pursue thinking skills in a ladder of complexity.  Many of 

them may have already been answered in discussion.  You may want to watch the video 

several times.  The students will most likely want to watch it at least one more time. 

 

What is happening in this video? 

As a man plays the piano, the music leads him through connections and  reflections about 

love, loss, and renewal in his life. 

Who is the woman who appears?  How do you know? 

This is his wife who has passed away.  Before she appears, we focus on his wedding 

band, and then as she appears, we see her wedding band.  Their hands join on the 

keyboard, and she kisses him on the cheek as his face shows the love he holds for her.  

She moves in and out of the scene in a ghostly way—suggesting she has passed away. 

Which war is represented in the video?  How do you know? 

It is most likely World War II or perhaps the Korean Conflict.  The uniforms are accurate 

for this time period.  When we see the man as a boy, he is dressed in early 20th Century 

clothing which would place him as a young man during World War II. 

Who is the boy wearing short pants?  What time period does the boy come from?  How do you 

know? 

The boy is the man playing the piano.  As a young boy, this man would have dressed this 

way.  If we look at photos of boys from 1900-1940, we see the short pants (knickers) as a 

common clothing item.  A little math tells us the man playing the piano would have been 

a young boy during this time. 

Who is the boy wearing blue?  Why does he sit at the piano with the old man?  How do you 

know? 

The boy in blue is a grandson or great grandson of the man playing the piano.  The man 

remembers a gift he is given as a boy.  When he remembers playing with the toy horse in 

the carefree manner of childhood, he is reminded of his son or grandson who joins him at 

the piano—a family connection started through the man’s wife and children. 

What images serve as transitions from one scene to the next? 

As the man’s wife fades from view, he remembers another loss—this one during a war.  

As a medic, he holds a dying man’s hand which harkens to holding hands with his wife.  

The red cross on his medic’s helmet and armband reminds him of the bow in the shape of 

a cross on a gift he was given in a much happier time.  Notice, also, the way the boy 

holds the gift in the same manner the man has held the dying soldier.  Riding on the 

wooden horse, the boys is replaced by another boy wearing modern clothing and perhaps 



Visual Inference Guides by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, Copyright 2018, All Rights Reserved, Free Classroom Use 

 

riding the same wooden horse.  This toy may have been passed down through the 

generations.  The boy joins his great grandfather (or grandfather) at the piano—sharing 

the keyboard as the man did with his wife at the beginning of the video.  Notice the ring 

on the man’s finger again.  Rings—a powerful symbol of love, unity, connection, and 

permanence—appear throughout the video.  Rings are emphasized on the man’s hand, 

his beloved wife’s hand, and “shine” as ring-like straps which hold up the man’s long 

socks when he is a boy.  Our focus is drawn to these straps as the transition from the man 

on the toy horse takes place to the grandchild playing with the same toy horse.   

Why was this particular music chosen for the video?   

 The music is sad and sweet and full of rhythmic repetitions—reflecting the events of the 

video. 

Does the animation add or detract from the movie? 

Opinions will differ.  Note how in the “memory” portions of the video that the people 

featured have a sort of transparency that can be produced through skilled animation. 

Why is the ring important?  Why does it switch from one hand to the next? 

See previous  answer above.  At the beginning of the video, we see the ring on the man’s 

left hand as he remembers his wife who has passed away.  At the end of the video, the 

ring is on his right hand as he smiles at his grandson in the same loving way he had 

smiled at his wife.  The movement of the ring signifies change.  It signifies the man’s life 

coming “full circle” (like a ring) from love to loss to renewal and love again. 

What is the theme of this movie? 

Answers will vary.  Perhaps love is fostered through connections?  Perhaps that life is a 

circle of love-loss-and renewal? 

Why does the film-maker title the movie “The Piano?” 

At the piano, a man takes a journey of associated memories.  The piano is the vehicle 

which takes him on this journey through the “music” of his life. 

What is an important metaphor in this movie?  How does the metaphor help us determine the 

movie’s theme? 

The rings are important metaphors.  They serve as connections for the man’s memories 

and symbols of love. 

 

Optional Advanced Synthesis Challenge: 

Create a story board for a short animated film.  In this film, use a metaphor to represent a student 

your age making an important connection to a family member.  
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Add to Your Toolkit with Blended Learning  

Download the Free Slideshow 

It’s Self-Guided Critical Thinking 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Critical-Thinking-with-Print-Advertisements-

Blended-Learning-for-Students-3635640 

 

 

 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Critical-Thinking-with-Print-Advertisements-Blended-Learning-for-Students-3635640
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Critical-Thinking-with-Print-Advertisements-Blended-Learning-for-Students-3635640
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Still More Free Downloads 

Use and Evaluate Student Products 

A Teacher’s Idea Guide 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nurturing-a-Product-Based-Project-

Based-STEAM-Classroom-FREE-Guide-2461026 

 

 
 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nurturing-a-Product-Based-Project-Based-STEAM-Classroom-FREE-Guide-2461026
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nurturing-a-Product-Based-Project-Based-STEAM-Classroom-FREE-Guide-2461026
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