
Floating on Hope by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, ©2018-19, All Rights Reserved, Single Classroom Use and Not for Public Display 

 



Floating on Hope by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, ©2018-19, All Rights Reserved, Single Classroom Use and Not for Public Display 

As with all Portable Gifted and Talented units, Floating on Hope urges creativity, critical 

thinking, and engages students with a variety hands-on and high interest materials and activities. 

Sandra Bullock showed us that Hope Floats in the 1998 movie, yet John Irving insisted sorrow 

does not float in Hotel New Hampshire.  Finally, Modest Mouse urges us to just Float On in their 

upbeat and ironic song.  All of these viewpoints are valid for gifted learners who—like all of 

us—deserve to float on feelings of hope, sometimes get sunk all too easily, and with all of their 

intensities sometimes simply need to understand how to just float on. 

In this social-emotional lesson, students engage in critical thinking with a paper boat metaphor, 

photos, bumper stickers, papers airplanes, and video as they consider the concept of hope and 

how it applies to their lives. 

This lesson is designed to engage Generation Z learners – our wonderful kids born from 1996 on 

. . .  It’s a part of my Generation Z series, and if you are interested in more lessons specific to 

Generation Z, search that same term inside my Teacherspayteachers store. 
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Launch 

Generation Z kids are highly visual, so let’s engage them in critical thinking about a photograph 

in order to launch this lesson (photo on next page). 

We will use the Visual-Inference Guide for Photos as our discussion vehicle.  You will find the 

guide activity page after the photo further below.  Let’s launch this lesson as a discussion only 

instead of writing out our answers. 

We want kids to begin thinking about issues that surround hope by seeing the photo as a “story” 

that might speak of hope and inspiration.  Kids may see beauty and peace and serenity and any 

number of things in the photo—even loneliness.  It’s all OK!  They are thinking critically and 

engaging in important connections about creating metaphors. 

Do you have your FREE Generation Z Toolkit yet?  It contains powerful tools for engaging 

Generation Z kids in critical thinking across the curriculum. 

Get it here: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Engaging-GENERATION-Z-with-

Visuals-and-Videos-Toolkit-and-Lessons-FREE-GATE-4215936 

 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Engaging-GENERATION-Z-with-Visuals-and-Videos-Toolkit-and-Lessons-FREE-GATE-4215936
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Engaging-GENERATION-Z-with-Visuals-and-Videos-Toolkit-and-Lessons-FREE-GATE-4215936


Floating on Hope by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, ©2018-19, All Rights Reserved, Single Classroom Use and Not for Public Display 

 

  



Floating on Hope by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, ©2018-19, All Rights Reserved, Single Classroom Use and Not for Public Display 

 

  



Floating on Hope by Mark Hess, Portable Gifted and Talented, ©2018-19, All Rights Reserved, Single Classroom Use and Not for Public Display 

Origami Float On Boat 

Make one paper boat for about every 3 or 4 students in your class.  There are many videos online 

showing how to make a paper boat.  On the next page, you’ll find various definitions of the word 

hope. Print copies of the page with hope definitions, and use them as paper to fold the boats.   

Each boat, when unfolded, will contain the definitions.  On each boat, also write “Float On.”.   

 

 

 

 

  

Definitions for “float” are written on the paper used to fold the boat.  

These definitions will be partially seen on each boat after folding.  

Students unfold the boat to read the definitions.   
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Give a small group of 2 or 3 a paper boat, and invite them to think a bit deeper 

about boats. 

 

Together, students will 

complete the “Wonderings” 

metaphors analysis (below) 

about boats.  Share 

impressions and thoughts with 

the small group.  Together as a 

class, complete the bottom 

rectangle on the activity sheet. 

Photo by Elina Sazonova from Pexels 

Your students may arrive at wholly different ideas from the sample, but let’s help 

direct students to some pretty basic understandings:   boats are transportation, they 

are helpful, and they help us feel safe to travel on water. 

You’ll follow the above activity with the “My Connections” activity—a dive into 

critical thinking and metaphors:  “How is a boat like hope?” 

A sample response 

is included further 

below. 

 

 

https://www.pexels.com/@elina-sazonova-912559?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/girl-in-body-of-water-near-boat-1907093/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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SAMPLE 

Boats 

Floating on 

water so that 

you don’t 

have to get 

wet or swim.  

They keep 

you dry and 

safe from 

drowning, 

etc. 

Made of 

wood or 

plastic or 

steel or 

fiberglass 

and 

watertight.  

Some have 

sails, etc. 

A lot of 

people think 

boats are 

cool and fun.  

They take 

you 

interesting 

places and 

beautiful 

places, etc. 

Answers 

vary. 

Boats keep us safe from water and take us places we 

couldn’t easily go without them.   
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Open up Your Hope -- Discussion 

In this activity, we “open” the paper boats to find the different definitions of float. 

• Discussion:  Look at the definitions of “float” that are written inside the boat.   

 

• Key Question:  If you were trying to use your abilities to accomplish a 

difficult and important goal for yourself, which definition of “float” would 

you embrace?  Explain why to a partner and then choose if you would like to 

share your thoughts with the whole class. 
 

Example Responses: 

• I would embrace the ice cream float definition.  An ice cream float is really special 

because it combines two yummy treats together, and reaching a goal is special too. 

• I like the soccer ball floating past the goalkeeper.  It takes a lot of talent and ability to do 

that, and it would take a lot of practice and hard work to be successful.  Achieving a 

difficult goal just like that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optional Design Activity:  Sometimes people say 

“Float On” as a sort of encouragement.  It means 

“don’t take things so hard, lighten up, and enjoy life.” 

 

Make a bumper sticker which communicates the 

lighthearted and encouraging mood of FLOAT ON. 
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Following Your Dreams with Hope, the Boat 

The video, Paper Boat presents, Hope the Boat offers a very kid appropriate (yet 

challenging) look at following one’s dreams.  In a metaphorical journey, Hope the 

Boat floats toward its dreams.   

Our key questions are what do we understand by viewing this video, and how do 

we know?  We can arrive at this conclusion through an open-ended, inductive, and 

inferential process using the general framework of the Visual Inference Guides for 

Video, and students must use strong observation and reasoning skills to do so. 

Hope the Boat 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dZ7b7Bimrc&t=144s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dZ7b7Bimrc&t=144s
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Student Instructions for the Video 

Enjoy watching the video.  Pay attention to all the challenges that Hope faces. 

After Viewing: 

• The story of Hope is a story of anyone trying to make their dreams comes 

true.  If that is the case, why is Hope an appropriate name for the boat? 

• Sometimes things mean more than just the things themselves.  Such is the 

case with this video.  While it is a story of a little paper boat floating away 

down a gutter and drain, it is also a metaphorical story about following 

dreams. 

 

With this in mind, watch the video a second time, and answer these questions: 

1. What could “The Great Cruise” (written on the side of the boat) mean? 

2. What does it mean when the boy gives Hope a little push to get going? 

3. Why does Hope become excited when it sees The Great Indian Cruise sign? 

4. Why does Hope look so disappointed when the bus drives away? 

5. What do these things represent:  tin can, darkness, the rat, the dog, cars, the drain? 

6. At first, Hope looks frightened when the wind sweeps it away, but then it rides the wind 

with a smile.  What could this mean? 

7. Why are there so many other paper boats in the ocean? 

8. Every dream is a journey. May your paper boat carry you far.  What does this mean? 

 

These questions are all somewhat open-ended.  Engage students with 

think-pair-share and encourage them to support their inferences with 

details. 
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Final Activity 

Now let your hope fly!   

Write down as many hopes and dreams as you want.  Dream small.  Dream big.  

Dream about today and tomorrow. 

Fill the paper with as many hopes as possible. 

You do not have to share what you have written!  That’s your choice. 

Now fold the paper into the best paper airplane design you can think of. 

Let your hopes fly!  Fly them in the room if you want, or wait and find an inspiring 

place to let them fly . . . or fly them over and over again! 
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