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If you’ve ever thought, 

“I’d like students to try something other than writing out answers to show what 

they know . . .”

or “We need more energy in this classroom . . .”

or “How do I know if they ‘get it’ if they don’t write it out?”

Then this slideshow is for you.

•Why are products a good measure of critical thinking?

•What is the difference between a product and simply “making a cute 

craft item?”

•How do products show understanding?

•What makes a good product?

•What if a product leaves grey areas or is unclear?

•How can I grade a product?

•Wher can I find a rubric to evaluate a product?



Remember:  Products are not Craft Projects

7 Reasons Products are Excellent Assessments

•Products always answer a question or solve a 

problem.

•Products make use of the creative process.

•Products look different depending on solutions 

generated or depending on individual responses.

•Products are best when they are a synthesis of 

ideas or concepts and show higher order thinking 

skills.

•Products show individuality.

•Products demonstrate a student’s understanding 

and can be evaluated based on a rubric.

•Products can be used to assess standards as well 

as extend standards.



How to “Read” Student Produced Pictures, Artifacts, 
and Products

Look for . . .

•Any sort of uncommon response as compared to other 
same-aged students
•Clear understanding of required concepts
•Attention to detail and a desire to tell you more
•Unique perspectives
•Consistency of perspective or design
•An ability to express abstractions like feelings, thoughts, 
and emotions
•Poetic expressions
•Unique and creative combinations of elements
•Combination of design and functionality
•Clear synthesis of ideas make metaphors
•Sense of humor
•Multiple perspectives and other artistic skills



Let’s take a look at some 

student products.

Remember, products 

answer a question or 

solve a problem . . .



How would it 
feel to be able 
to fly?

Uncommon detail in 
comparison to other 
responses.

Student tells stories 
to add detail.

Kindergartener’s 

Drawing



7th Grade GT student 

(underachieving):  

“I would only show this 

to my friends.  Other 

people wouldn’t 

understand . . . OK, it’s 

a long story.  First . . .”

This response would 

have taken 50 pages to 

write out in long hand.

How much processing 

and thinking was this 

student performing 

while drawing his 

answer?

Look for Details



Details abound . . . 

Uncommon detail 

for age or grade.

Part of the 

evaluation comes 

through 

comparison.  What 

do the other 

students’ products 

look like?

True products solve a problem or answer a 

question:  This product is part of an assignment 

to create and characterize an elf and write a 

narrative for the novel, Afternoon of the Elves.



With products, age-level 

comparison is a key to 

evaluation for reaching 

“advanced” on a rubric.

Check out these two 

products—both by 2nd

graders, one an owl and one 

a snake puppet—and the 

point is made.



Yet let’s take this design 

progression one step further:

This 2nd grader’s owl has 

moveable wings.

Pull a tab on the back of the 

paper bag puppet, and the wings 

work.

This adaptation came from no 

prompt.  The student asked, “Do 

you have some of those gold 

poking things and a hole punch?”  

Yes, I did, and I wondered why.

With products, allow time and 

exploration, and see where 

students are led by their 

imagination.



How would it feel to be able to fly?

Student 
expresses an 
uncommon 
perspective. 
Look at the 3D 
buildings, as 
well.  

This is a satellite 
view one would 
see while flying.  
Other 1st

graders drew 
pictures from 
horizon 
perspectives.

1st Grader



Sometimes just a 
little talk makes it 
all so clear—
especially with 
younger 
students..

In this perspective-
taking “footprint 
mystery,” students 
often show 
inconsistency with the 
bird’s eye view 
perspective.  Not 
here.  When this 3rd

graders was allowed 
to tell her story, it was 
logical and sequential 
and added more 
detail to the picture.



5th Grade 

Table Top 

Mini Golf 

Unit

These table top mini 

golf holes 

demonstrate a clear 

consistency of vision 

and creative, 

thematic elements:

A hole based on a 

chess game, and a 

hole based on old 

world monuments.

Future designers or 

architects?



How would it 
feel to be able to 
fly?

Feelings and Emotions 
are Communicated 
Clearly and with a 
Unique Approach

An ability to express 
abstractions like 
feelings through 
visuals . . . Sometimes 
supplemented by 
words.  The drawing 
does not stand out, 
but the mood does.

1st Grader



Abstractions such as Irony:

We don’t expect 5th graders to be able 

to express adult irony so skillfully with 

this Snack Bag Parody assignment.



7th GraderAssignment:  Describe the mood in your family.  Also, see the 

multiple perspectives, postures, body expression.  This is fun and 

perceptive and needs no explanation about the mood in this kid’s 

family.



Sometimes there is no 
other way to express it . . . 
Simply Poetic!  Also skillful 
sketching.

8th Grader in Response 

to Harris Burdick 

Mysteries

Original Page from Book



More poetic responses with products:

Above, a nine panel cartooning project 

calling for students to express an emotion 

without using words as Shaun Tan does in 

The Arrival.

In this Noir project, students 

had created a window with 

classic noir blinds, but this 

student came up with 

something resembling 

Hitchcock’s Psycho.



7th Grader:  

“Explain the 

mood 

created by 

the poem.  

Use details 

to support 

your 

explanation.”

Notice how 

the picture 

uses details 

in the same 

way a 

paragraph 

would.  You 

can imagine 

a written 

version of 

this quite 

easily.



Functionality and Design, Creativity and Uncommon Response:  

The assignment is to create a family heirloom and explain its significance.  This 5th

grader chose “artistic ability” as the family heirloom (a metaphor) and represented 

artistic ability with a giant pencil he crafted from construction paper.  The pencil lead 

pulls out to reveal an essay explaining the significance of the family heirloom.



This family heirloom, a yo-yo, unwinds 

its essay out of it like a yo-yo’s string.

Design and Functionality --

Creativity



Compare the response to the others in class.  This “sail” car was constructed with 
carefully made geometric shapes, was unique in the class, and performed its intended 
function (to be propelled across the classroom floor with a box fan powering it) with 
style.  This is the definition of creativity in which combining elements leads to 
functionality.

8th

Grader



Functionality, Sense of Humor, Design, Unique Perspectives:

A 4th grader’s Conflict Multi-Tool assignment (designing a tool to aid characters in 

meeting their conflicts in a story of novel) functions like a foldable multi-tool while 

answering the product challenge.  One piece of the multi-tool is a disguise which 

folds out, another piece is “chicken pox” because everyone will stay away from 

this virus, and the third is a knife . . . Because who doesn’t need a good knife?



Students synthesize information into objects to create metaphors.  
The choices are unique and clear.  Student’s presentation supports 
sense of clear understanding for the required assignment.

6th Grader:  

Use details 

to explain 

Josh 

Waitzkin’s 

three 

strongest 

traits in 

Searching 

for Bobby 

Fischer.

The student 

used these 

physical 

metaphors 

to give a 

speech of 

explanation.



Multiple 
Perspectives used 
in a Purposeful, 
Illustrative Way

Attention to detail 
such as shadowing, 
rounded figures.

Sense of humor –
often subtle.

7th Grader

The assignment is to 

create a Renaissance 

period appropriate design 

for a flying machine 

invention—a la Da Vinci.



Imitative Art is Skilled Art . . .  Look for the “little things” like multiple 
perspective, multiple viewpoints, humor, use of color, irony, background 
colors, imitation of Manga. 

8th Grader



Look for an ability to create a “working” model in a different scale (larger or 

smaller):  This is a popular math “scaling” activity.  You might want to ask 

yourself, did the student get parent help?  (In this case, only with the cutting.)

This thumb drive is 

consistent in scale.  

The button on the 

drive ejects the 

connection to the 

computer just like 

the real thing.



“Having students talk 
about their drawings 
(and the story they 
depict) activates the 
organizational centers 
in the frontal lobe and 
serves as an 
important step in 
helping students 
bridge from visual-
spatial thinking to 
verbal production.”

--Strategies for 
Teaching Boys and 
Girls, 2008, by 
Michael Gurian

When  in doubt, ask!

Cute and obviously skilled miniatures, but what do 

they mean?  The assignment is to show five items a 

character would have saved in a hope chest.  All of 

the items’ significance were explained in detail—true 

to the character—and the student even made a little 

hope chest out of construction paper.  



The Team Uniforms Assignment

Students create a metaphorical response for 

showing understanding of a character’s 

personality traits.  What uniform would a 

character wear, and what would be the 

team’s mascot?

This uncommon response showed two 

changeable ice skating outfits and included 

a spotlight for the character to skate under.  

The product was used as part of a portfolio 

to identify the student as gifted and talented.



How do we Evaluate Student Products?

By their very nature, products demand detailed responses from the evaluator.  

Consider these possibilities:

•Written narrative evaluation.

•Individual meetings or conferences with students.

•Presentations and rubric evaluations based on a presentation.

•Rubric evaluations.

•Feeback forms from peers.

The most effective evaluations will contain a combination of at least two of the 

above.  For example, a teacher completes a rubric for a product and then 

speaks with the student to make sure they’ve understood the product and to 

give the student an opportunity to demonstrate additional verbal 

understanding.  Students should complete their own rubrics first; then 

teachers complete rubrics.



What do we Consider when Creating a Rubric?

The heart of the rubric evaluation should focus on successful demonstration of 

understanding (whatever concepts or ideas must be communicated in the 

assignment).  For example, “The product details three key components about 

capitalism.”

Should “organization” and neatness be a part of the evaluation?  Yep, unless 

you don’t care whether there is “clarity.”  Sometimes for a product, 

“organization” can simply mean the product is understandable and clear without 

the evaluator wondering “What the heck?!”.  “Yep, I see that’s obviously a car, 

and look . . . When I open the door I find details and explanations about fossil 

fuels.  I get it!  How cool!”  Key question:  does organization count in the “real” 

world?

Don’t judge “creativity” for its own sake . . . But perhaps you might judge 

innovation as it applies to solving a problem only, however, if innovation is 

specified as part of the assignment.  Creativity might be one element of the 

rubric however, but it should not stand on its own.





Portable Gifted and Talented—Engaging GATE Products  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Portable-Gifted-And-Talented

Products Referenced in this Slideshow

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Portable-Gifted-And-Talented

