
  

The Mystery of the Duffel 

A Creative Learning Styles Project 



What’s the Story? 

 

A large duffel bag was found in the ditch behind First Security Field where the Skysox play.  The 

following are the items contained in the suitcase: 

 

A library card from the St. Louis Public library 

An advanced physics textbook 

Three sheets of grip tape for skateboards 

Two ticket stubs from WWE vs. RAW wrestling – Atlanta, GA – one with a phone number on the back. 

A receipt for a Slurpee and two packages of Twinkies 

Five family photos – all different families from all different times, the oldest in black and white 

An unfinished letter beginning “Dear Pat,” 

A medical dictionary 

A pair of expensive Nike shoes 

A pair of jeans – size 32” x 36” 

An XXL Denver City Marathon T-shirt 

A hospital i.d. bracelet – name worn off 

Three unused garbage bags 

An unpaid speeding ticket from Denver 

A gift wrapped and with the tag, “To Chris” 

A Sudoku puzzle book 

 

Each of these items has an explanation or story as to why it ended up in this bag, but only you know that 

story. 

 

 



Your task is to explain the story behind the reason three of the items are in the 

duffel.  100% of your grade on this assignment is dependent upon the completion 

of this three-part explanation. 

Hint: go for the creative! 

 

Choose one of these vehicles to help in your explanation: 

Finish the letter. 

Unwrap the gift, show what’s inside, and explain its significance. 

Demonstrate what the garbage bags are to be used for. 

As the duffle bag’s owner appear in court and argue your way out of the speeding ticket. 

Show the family photos and talk or write about their meaning. 

Show us the ticket stub, and make a phone call to the number on the back. 

Write a journal entry from the day the bag was lost. 

Draw a map showing how the duffel bag arrived at its destination. 

Show us a picture of this person in middle school and provide a copy of their class schedule. 

Show us the duffle bag owner’s “favorites” list from their web browser. 

Show us the duffle bag owner’s last ten Twitters. 

Bring a postcard you received from the duffle bag’s owner. 

Show us the duffel bag owner’s most prized possession. 

 

You may write your explanations, explain to the class, perform for the class, cartoon or draw your 

stories, or explain to the teacher only. 

You will have two twenty minute sessions in class to work on this assignment.  The rest is homework.  

You must work individually. 

Due date and any presentations:   __________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


